%

38        TJHM MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT

From that day forward he never addressed me with tu, and
although outwardly he treated me well, I knew that the
grudge would remain, and as you will see I was not mis-
taken.

Never again did the Austrians fight with so much vigour
as at Wagram; their retreat was admirable for its coolness
and good order. They had, no doubt, the advantage, for the
reasons I have stated, of leaving the field without being pur-
sued ; but I am not able to explain the reasons for Napoleon's
delay in following them up on the ensuing morning. It
has been, said that as the roads both to Bohemia and to
Moravia were in front of him, the Emperor was awaiting the
result of reconnoissances in order to know, what force the
the Archduke had on each of these roads. Reconnoissances,
however, can only give very incomplete information, since
the enemy's rear-guard very soon brings them to a halt, and
they can see nothing beyond. Precious time was therefore
lost' uselessly ; we had seen the enemy's columns marching
off on both the roads, and should have pursued them at day-
break on the 7th by one or the other. However that may
be, the Emperor did not commence the pursuit till 2 P.M.,
and went himself no more than three leagues, staying the
night at the chateau of Volkersdorf, from which the Emperor
of Austria had on the two previous days watched the
battle. General Vandamme was left in command at Vienna,
General Beynier in the island of Lobau, Oudinot at Wagram,
and Macdonald at Floridsdorf. His rear thus secured, Napo-
leon sent Marmont and Davout in pursuit on the road to
Moravia, and .Massfina on that to Bohemia. The Army of
Italy and the guard marched between the two high roads,
ready to give support where it was wanted.

The stronger portion of the Austrian army was on the
road to Bohemia. The Archduke had made good use of the
night of the 6th, and so much of the 7th as Napoleon had
allowed him5 and his baggage wagons and artillery were
well out of our reach. On leaving the field of battle we fell
in with the scouts of the enemy's rear-guard in the defile of
Xangen-En^ersdorf, a long a^cl narrow passage which Mass6na>, EtattiraUy set Mm still more against me., aiwi, ^ttdfci. saftr
